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WINDSOR HEIGHTS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Congregation Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, July 28, 2026 
Room 127 & Google Meet 

 
Present:  Quent Boyken, Finn Cox, Stephanie Cox, Megan Gerasch, Dianne Greenfield, 
Threase Harms, Jill Hyda, Pam Lundell, Steve McCracken, Pastor Chris Olkiewicz, Sally 
Watson, Barb Waymire, Mike Wegner, Donna Yeager 
Absent:  Tammie Amsbaugh, Marc Anderson 
Guests:  Avery Johnson, Zach Meyer 
 

We Gather in God’s Name 
 
I. Call to Order  

● Harms called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 
 

● McCracken shared Matthew 5:14-16 and a devotional.  He opened the meeting in 
prayer. 

 

● Pastor Chris introduced Avery Johnson as our apprentice for the next several 
months. 
 

 
II. Approval of the Agenda 
 

Watson moved to approve the agenda with one addition. Seconded by McCracken. 
Motion carried. 

 
 
III. Secretary’s Report 

 
Yeager moved to approve the June 2026 minutes. Seconded by Greenfield. Motion 
carried. 

 
 
IV. Treasurer’s Report 

● Waymire provided the report to Council prior to the meeting. A Certificate of Deposit 
will mature in August, and Finance Committee decided to let it roll over.  The VBS 
budget increased from prior year and will be reviewed for next year after expenses 
and all donations are received. 

 
Yeager moved to approve the Treasurer’s report. Seconded by Watson. Motion carried. 
 

 
V. For the Good of the Order 

 Harms thanked Zach for all his work with VBS and the experience. 
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VI. Pastor Report 
● Pastor Chris asked about the landscaping on the north side of the church and if we 

are interested in using that section as a native plant garden.  A large limb fell from 
the elm tree, and it needs to be cut up and hauled out.  Council agreed to have the 
tree evaluated before having more activities on the front lawn.  A couple members 
would like to host a church potluck at their house.  Pastor Chris will follow-up to 
schedule.  If anyone has ideas for fellowship & learning time in later fall and winter, 
contact Pastor Chris.  A letter from Lakeside Lutheran Camp was received to learn 
about their campaign on infrastructure and sustainability and will be passed to the 
WHLC Foundation.  Lutheran World Relief sent an invitation for a gift to their 
transportation fund of the kits and quilts.  Yeager will review based on current giving. 
 
 

VII. Old Business 
● Handicap Parking 

o Boyken reported the work is scheduled for August. 
 

● Facilities Ministry Team 
o Harms reported the team will meet in August and work is underway. 

 
● Council Retreat 

o Pastor Chris shared the format for the retreat on Saturday from 9 AM to 3 PM.  
There will be a morning prayer and Bible study around themes of fear, peace, 
rejoice and sent as well as contemplative time. 
 

● Marketing & Community Engagement Ministry 
o Wegner met with Zach and provided a handout for Council to review on ideas. 

 
● Child Protection Policy Ministry Team 

o The team will meet in the coming months. 
 

● Reconciling in Christ Ministry Team 
o Communications continue in the bulletin and the Weekly Window.  The team will 

meet again in October. 
 

● ELCA Social Statement 
o Council will review Section V & VI at the August meeting. 

 
 

VIII. New Business 
 Fall Kickoff Tailgate 

o The Executive Committee suggested having a tailgate after worship on Sunday, 
September 13th.  Harms will lead efforts and coordinate a team. 

 
 Season of Creation Activities 

o The season is September 1 – October 4 with an emphasis in worship and 
fellowship & learning time.  Avery will preach on the first Sunday.   
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 Contemplative Nature Walk 
o The walk will be held on Sunday, September 27th after worship.  The time will 

start with a potluck and then continue with the walk and service. 
 

 Vacation Bible School 
o Zach Meyer presented an overview of VBS, which was held last week.  Around 

100 kids attended each day.  The schedule was adjusted to end at 2 PM this 
year versus 3:30 PM in previous years.  42% of attendees were from the 
community and 42% were new attendees.  Every team had at least two adult 
leaders with four teenager volunteers this year.  Each day included a different 
service kit: Birthday Kits, LWR School Kits, Personal Care Kits, EMS Kits.  One 
hundred kits were made each day, and the kids enjoyed this activity.   
 
 

IX. Announcements 
● Council Meeting – Tuesday, August 25, 2026, 6:30 PM  

 
 

We Close in Prayer & Send in Mission 
 
 
X. Reflections & Closing Prayer 

 
Pastor Chris closed the group in prayer. 

 
 
XI. Adjournment 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:09 PM.  
 
Minutes taken by Jill Hyda 
July 28, 2026 


