WINDSOR HEIGHTS LUTHERAN CHURCH
Congregation Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, June 23, 2026
Room 127 & Google Meet

Present: Tammie Amsbaugh, Marc Anderson, Quent Boyken, Finn Cox, Stephanie Cox,
Dianne Greenfield, Threase Harms, Jill Hyda, Pam Lundell, Steve McCracken, Pastor Chris
Olkiewicz, Barb Waymire, Mike Wegner, Donna Yeager

Absent: Megan Gerasch, Sally Watson

We Gather in God’s Name

l. Call to Order
e Harms called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

e Yeager shared about trust and refusing to worry along with verses from Exodus, 2
Corinthians 10:5, and Hebrews 10:23. Yeager opened the meeting in prayer.

Il. Approval of the Agenda

Wegner moved to approve the agenda. Seconded by Yeager. Motion carried.

M. Secretary’s Report

Amsbaugh moved to approve the May 2026 minutes with two editorial changes.
Seconded by Greenfield. Motion carried.

V. Treasurer’s Report
e Waymire provided the report to Council prior to the meeting. The pattern of offerings
is coming in differently than prior years, as more general offerings are received at the
beginning of the year. General offering is at 112% of expected year-to-date.

Greenfield moved to approve the Treasurer’s report. Seconded by Yeager. Motion
carried.

V. For the Good of the Order
e VBS has over 75 students registered so far and will be doing service projects during
the week. Supplies needed have been published in the Weekly Window.

VI. Pastor Report
e Pastor Chris shared a draft of the letter from the Interfaith Alliance on a statement
against Christian nationalism. He will be signing on to the letter with other religious
leaders in lowa. The WHLC Foundation funds received are being used as previously
approved by Council. Two new hearing devices have arrived. Pastor Chris also
shared data and information on trends with religion and religious participation in the
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VIL.

VIII.

U.S. with two recommendations to go back to basics and move from a performative
to a participatory spirituality.

Old Business

Handicap Parking
o The work will likely be done in July before VBS.

Boyken moved to increase the funds for the project to $7,845, which includes additional
repair work with the concrete. Seconded by Anderson. Motion carried.

Reconciling in Christ Ministry Team

o Lundell shared the team will meet again in the fall. Short questions and
statements will be shared in the Weekly Window. Pastor Chris, Tracey Hirst, and
Sally Watson participated in the Des Moines Pride parade and festival. Mikah
Meyer preached at the June 14™" service and was well received.

Facilities Ministry Team

o The team met in May and been assigned areas to review, including equipment,
maintenance needs, replacement age, etc. The team will meet again later in the
summer. A compiled report will be presented to Council.

Council Retreat

o Pastor Chris reported several possible places for a location on August 1% or
August 8™. The agenda would include the Synod Assembly Bible study, prayer,
lunch.

ELCA Social Statement
o Council discussed Section 1V: Religion and the First Amendment. Section V will
be reviewed at the July meeting.

Visitation Pastor
o The Executive Committee discussed the possibility of having an intern with this
position. A reception will be held for Pastor Karen on June 28",

New Business

Marketing & Community Engagement Ministry

o Wegner shared an idea about engagement and increasing visibility with the
community about who WHLC is and what our values are. Wegner will discuss
with Zach as well. A ministry team may be formed.

Apprenticeship Consideration

o Pastor Chris received a call from Bishop Current about WHLC’s interest in having
an apprentice for four months (July-September). There is a current candidate,
Avery, who has graduated from seminary, completed an internship, and is
looking for additional mentorship. She will have opportunities to preach and visit
with members. The proposal is that the candidate would split time with WHLC
and Redeemer Lutheran in Indianola. The stipend will be split with WHLC,
Redeemer Lutheran in Indianola, and the Southeast lowa Synod.
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XL

McCracken moved to approve hiring an apprentice. Seconded by Wegner. Motion
carried.

o WELCA Room Shelving
o Greenfield shared that Linda Anderson wants to purchase two shelves for the
WELCA room and remove the old usher cabinet. The shelves cost approximately
$180.
Harms moved to approve purchase of the shelving from the Thrivent funds. Seconded
by Amsbaugh. Motion carried.

Announcements
e Council Meeting — Tuesday, July 28, 2026, 6:30 PM

We Close in Prayer & Send in Mission

Reflections & Closing Prayer

Pastor Chris closed the group with a poem, Peace of Wild Things, by Wendell Berry.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:19 PM.

Minutes taken by Jill Hyda
June 23, 2026
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