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WINDSOR HEIGHTS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Congregation Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, May 26, 2026 
Room 127 & Google Meet 

 
Present:  Tammie Amsbaugh, Quent Boyken, Finn Cox, Stephanie Cox, Megan Gerasch, 
Dianne Greenfield, Threase Harms, Jill Hyda, Steve McCracken, Pastor Chris Olkiewicz, Barb 
Waymire 
Absent:  Marc Anderson, Pam Lundell, Sally Watson, Mike Wegner, Donna Yeager 
 

We Gather in God’s Name 
 
I. Call to Order  

● Harms called the meeting to order at 6:32 PM. 
 

● Harms shared about gratitude and service, a passage from 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
and opened the group in prayer. 
 

 
II. Approval of the Agenda 
 

Amsbaugh moved to approve the agenda. Seconded by McCracken. Motion carried. 
 
 
III. Secretary’s Report 

 
Boyken moved to approve the April 2026 minutes with one correction. Seconded by 
McCracken. Motion carried. 

 
 
IV. Treasurer’s Report 

● Waymire provided the report to Council prior to the meeting. April was a lower 
month, but the expenses were higher with the quarterly insurance premium paid this 
month. Expected income is 120% compared to budget year-to-date. 

 
McCracken moved to approve the Treasurer’s report. Seconded by Greenfield. Motion 
carried. 
 

 
V. For the Good of the Order 

 Boyken shared the WHLC Foundation met in May, and Council’s request for use of 
the WHLC disbursement was approved. An increased percentage of funds is being 
disbursed by the Foundation overall. 

 Pastor Chris asked for prayers for Pam Lundell and her surgery today. 
 
 

VI. Pastor Report 
● Pastor Chris re-shared the Focus on Renewal document and thoughts about a 

Council retreat. Council agreed a retreat would be beneficial. Council to send Pastor 
Chris any ideas about a location where to hold a retreat and availability the morning 
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and early afternoon of Saturday, August 1 or Saturday, August 8. Pastor Chris also 
shared that Pastor Karen will be resigning as visitation pastor on July 1. A job 
description has already been developed and will be advertised through the synod 
and word of mouth. Council thanks Karen for service in this ministry. 
 
 

VII. Old Business 
● Handicap Parking 

o Boyken shared a plan and quote from I-80 Concrete to add two handicap parking 
spots. They are the same company who replaced the sidewalk on the east side 
of the church.  

 
Boyken moved to approve the plan and quote with funds from WHLC Foundation and 
the remaining fund balance from the Memorial fund. Seconded by Greenfield. Motion 
carried.  

 
● Reconciling in Christ Ministry Team 

o Mikah Meyer will be a guest speaker/preacher on June 14, which falls during the 
Des Moines Pride Festival. He is the son of a pastor who preached at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln and an advocate for LGBTQ+ participation in the 
outdoors.  

o Joel Waymire published a piece in the Weekly Window.  
o The RIC logo is being used in the Weekly Window, service bulletins, and will be 

added to the website.  The sign is posted in the main entrance. 
 

● Facilities Ministry Team 
o The team will meet on June 2 to start developing a list and plan. 

 
● ELCA Social Statement 

o Council discussed Section III: Assessing the U.S. Constitutional Form of 
Government. Section IV will be reviewed at the June meeting. 

 
 

VIII. New Business 
 Synod Assembly Report 

o McCracken shared Steve & Kathy published a synopsis in the Weekly Window. 
He appreciated being together with several hundred people gathered for the 
same goals. The theme was “Peace Be With You”, and Bishop Current was re-
elected on the first ballot. A representative from ELCA shared a summary about 
the greater church-wide mission support. Next year’s synod assembly will be 
hosted at St. Mark in West Des Moines. The ELCA church-wide assembly also 
will be hosted in Des Moines in August 2028. 

 
 Ride Ministry Team 

o Pastor Chris asked Council to think about the need and a more formal ministry or 
ways of communication about availability for rides to church and church events. 

 
 Other Ministry Teams/Opportunities 

o Harms and Pastor Chris asked for Council to provide any opportunities or areas 
they hear about. Greenfield asked if the children’s bell choir may need to be split 
for those that are older and using the larger bells. 
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IX. Announcements 
● Council Meeting – Tuesday, June 23, 2026, 6:30 PM  

 
 

We Close in Prayer & Send in Mission 
 
 
X. Reflections & Closing Prayer 

 
Pastor Chris closed the group with Psalm 26 and a prayer. 

 
 
XI. Adjournment 
 

Amsbaugh moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by McCracken. Motion carried. The 
meeting was adjourned at 8 PM.  
 
Minutes taken by Jill Hyda 
May 26, 2026 


