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Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king 
and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to 
follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration 
today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path 
leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise 
of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and 
wine. We begin this week that stands at the center of the church year, anticipating 
the completion of God’s astounding work. with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil 
we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in 
our baptism.
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– GATHERING –
Gathering                                            

Weather permitting, we will go outside and process into the 
church, with palm branch waving. Please gather at the main 
entrance. You man remain inside if you prefer.                                                                                                       

Welcome and Announcements
Processional Gospel - Matthew 21:1-11

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessing of the Palms
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Response after prayer Amen.

Procession
Let us go forth in peace, in the name of Christ. Amen.

Gathering Hymn- All Glory, Laud, and Honor - ELW 344

Prayer of the Day Response after prayer Amen
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– WORD –  
First Reading  - Isaiah 50:4-9a  - Bible page 833 (OT)
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 31:9-16
 9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 
  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are 
consumed. 
 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a 
dismay to my acquaintances; 
  when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
 12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 
  I am as useless as a broken pot.  
 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 
  they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
 14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. 
  I have said, “You are my God. 
 15My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 
persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.” 

Second Reading  - Philippians 2:5-11  - Bible page 240 (OT)
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation

Gospel -  Matthew 27:11-54, Bible page 38 (NT)
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel is read.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

Children’s Message - Blessing of the Kits, Quilts & Prayer 
Shawls

Sermon - The Rev. Chris Olkiewicz

Hymn of the Day- Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross - ELW 335
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Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
   Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

– MEAL –
Offering - Hosanna - Brooke Ligertwood - Praise Team
Offering Prayer 

Response after prayer Amen
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Great Thanksgiving

The presiding minister continues, using an appropriate form. 
Response after prayer Amen
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Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Communion Hymns - ELW 353, 616                               

Prayer after Communion Response after prayer Amen
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– SENDING –

Blessing - God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and 
the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten 
journey. Amen.

Sending Hymn - Go to Dark Gethsemane - ELW 347

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve in love. Thanks be to God.

Postlude -  It Is Well - Kristene DiMarco & Horatio Spafford, 
Philip Bliss- Praise Team
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We keep in our prayers:

Andy Anderson
Sandy Axness
Sharman Blake
Marilyn Deavers
Kim Greenfield
Linda James
Ruth Lightly

Sandee Myers
Elly Ratliff
Jerry Toft

Hymns and music used with permission:

CCLI: 726053 & 20674369. All rights reserved.


Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission 
under ONE LICENSE #A-730836. All rights 
reserved.

Texts and liturgical music used with permission: 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License: 
SAS000567. All rights reserved.
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Spring is here, and this year's 
Easter Garden donations will 
support ELCA World 
Hunger. More than 1 in 10 
people in world cannot access 
the food they need to live 
healthy lives. Donations 
support ELCA's response with 
sustainable solutions to 
hunger and poverty. Checks 
may be directed to WHLC with 
a note to direct to the Easter Garden. A donation of $20 is suggested 
but any amount will be gratefully accepted. If you would like to donate 
in honor or memory of someone, please include a note with your 
donation or let the office know by emailing Heidi at office@whlc.org 
by Tuesday, April 4.  We look forward to the colorful display and 
seeing everyone Easter Sunday, April 9!

April Elderberries will be on TUESDAY, April 4, at 11:30 a.m. Please 
note the change of day from Thursday as that is Maundy Thursday. Our 
guest speaker will be Dr. Patricia Quinlisk, MD, MPH, State 
Epidemiologist Emeritus-Iowa, Medical Director of Dementia Prevention 
Program.  Dr. Quinlisk will be speaking on the topic of Brain Health and 
Dementia Prevention. Dementia is not a normal part of aging. The risk of 
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease can be reduced and even prevented 
by modifying certain medical and lifestyle-associated risk factors.
The following topics will be addressed - eat well, get moving, be social, 

hear well, stay sharp, sleep enough, control chronic 
diseases, build stress resilience, use right medications 
and promote health.
We begin with our potluck meal at 11:30 a.m. Please 
bring a dish to share if you are able and invite a friend or 
neighbor. ALL ARE WELCOME for this important topic 
which speaks to everyone.

mailto:office@whlc.org
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Boxes are still needed for shipping; bring 
them to the WELCA Room (Room 125 
on the first floor) anytime before 
Monday, April 10. 

ALL are welcome to come join in the 
fellowship on Monday, April 10 at 9 a.m. 
to help assemble the 500 kits in 
Crabtree Parish Hall.

WHLC has a long history of wonderful volunteers 
who enjoy serving their church as an usher during 
worship. Ushers get to be among the first to 
welcome God’s people to worship every week! We’d 
like to have a more organized way to schedule our 
ushers and make sure that this important role is filled 
for every service, with a rotating schedule. We would 
make sure the schedule was flexible and not require a long time 
commitment. The first step is compiling a roster of interested volunteers. 
Ushering does not require any special skills and anyone can volunteer 
(men and women, couples, teens)! Are you able to help? Please contact 
Scott Steensen at 515-418-0248 or Maren at 515-418-0247. 
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Thursday, April 6 
Maundy Thursday


Noon & 7 p.m. Services


Friday, April 7 
Good Friday


Noon & 7 p.m. Services


Sunday, April 9 
Easter Sunday


6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service

7:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast


8:30 a.m. Worship

9:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast


10:45 a.m. Worship



