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MISSION MOMENT
Dan Goss & The Crosses of the Koinonia Room
When you walk into the Koinonia Room at Windsor Heights Lutheran Church, you will notice
12 wooden crosses on the walls, hand-crafted by Dan Goss. The beautiful crosses are made from
domestic and foreign wood, chosen for their color, grain, pattern and workability. None of the
crosses were stained so that the true beauty of the wood shines through.

The Latin Cross is a universal
symbol of Christianity.

There are different meanings and symbolisms for each cross. Brochures in the Koinonia Room
provide pictures and descriptions of each cross.
Dan has dedicated the crosses to the glory of God and Jesus Christ and to the beautification of
Windsor Heights Lutheran Church.
Below, enjoy learning about Dan’s background in woodworking, the inspiration behind the
crosses and some fun facts!
1. What is your background in woodworking? I would credit my father, Ray, with getting me
into woodworking. He would fix things around the house and have me help him. His father,
John, was a carpenter, so he had good training. I was fascinated with the idea that someone
can take a piece of wood as a board and make an object out it. As I grew older, I really
enjoyed looking at something and I would say to myself, I can build that! Sometimes it
worked and sometimes it didn’t, but I learned from my mistakes. I also watch a lot of
woodworking shows on tv.

The circle around the Celtic
Cross brings God’s presence
into focus, and without
beginning or end, is the sign of
God’s eternal existence.

2. What inspired you to make the crosses? While visiting Debi’s aunt and uncle in Colorado,
we attended their church, Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit, Centennial, Colorado. One of
the members there had made a similar display of crosses and once again I said, “I can do
that”. It took a few years to pull the trigger, but I’m glad I did.
3. What is your favorite cross and why? I have a few favorites including the Latin, the
Celtic, the Crosses of Calvary, and the Orthodox. It would be extremely hard to pick just
one. They each were a challenge in a different way. Kind of like kids, each of them are
special in their own right and you love them all.
4. What tools did you use to make the crosses? Since most of the work was linear, the table
saw was the main tool. I used the band saw to make the flame for the Pentecost cross, the
rings for the Marriage cross and the ring for the Celtic cross. I have several sanders which I
used to make everything nice and smooth. I also used my jigsaw a little bit on the Anchor
cross and the Chi Rho cross.

The Pentecost Cross is made
of fir wood, salvaged by Dan’s
father-in-law from the
bleachers of Buﬀalo Center,
Iowa’s high school gym.

5. How long does it take to make a cross? As I mentioned before, each cross had its
challenges. I think the longest one was the Latin cross because of the inlay of walnut. I had
to do a lot of practice on that. In terms of hours, I would say the Latin cross took 12 hours
total time. The least amount of time would probably be the Celtic cross and the Marriage
cross at 6 hours each total time.
6. Do you have any new projects you’re working on? My wood shop is currently idle, but I
have several projects in mind for the rest of the year. I would like to add that the Little Free
Library build was extremely fun and satisfying!
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